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Friday, October 2, 2020
Detroit, Michigan
Presented by
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TOP HAT BALL l Evening Program
6:30 PM
PRE-SHOW ENTERTAINMENT
Stacey “DJ Hotwaxx” Hale and DJ Zetroit

7:00 PM
EVENING PROGRAM
Horace H.B. Sanders, Host
Daniel P. Malone, CEO, St. Vincent de Paul Detroit
Nancy Szlezyngier, Board of Trustees President, St. Vincent de Paul Detroit

PANEL DISCUSSION ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY
Stephen Henderson, WDET, Moderator
Father Gregory Boyle, S.J., Homeboy Industries
Bishop Donald J. Hying, SVdP USA
Kylee Mitchell Wells, The Ballmer Group

SILENT AUCTION
Bidding closes at 11:59 PM on Sunday, October 4, 2020
If you have not registered for our silent auction, you can do so by texting

TopHat2020 to 243-725
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Tonight we come together virtually to celebrate what is good in the world: finding meaning
and purpose through spiritual growth, friendship, and service to all in need. This year has been
challenging for all of us. We remain in the midst of an unprecedented Covid-19 health crisis,
unemployment still runs rampant, and millions have found themselves in need of emergency
services. At the same time, our nation has engaged in active discourse on various social justice
issues. Our communities need healing, both physically and spiritually. Tonight’s program will
entertain as well as promote a more inclusive sense of community through lively and thought
provoking discussion.
We considered postponing our second annual Top Hat Ball until 2021. But spiking need in our
communities mandated that we move forward virtually. We are confident you will enjoy your
time spent with us from the safety and comfort of your home or place of employment. We
sincerely hope that you come away from our evening together with a renewed sense of hope
and faith of what is good in the world.
Special thanks to tonight’s panel moderator Stephen Henderson and our panelists Father
Greg Boyle, S.J., Bishop Donald Hying and Kylee Mitchell Wells. We deeply appreciate their
generosity of spirit to take the time to share timely insights on critically important topics.
The work each does in her/his respective area of expertise across the country is an inspiration
to all of us here at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit. We also extend heartfelt gratitude
to all of our sponsors. In particular, we recognize Weingartz, Inc. and Magna International for
generously serving as Co-Event Sponsors for tonight’s event.
Thanks to each of you for participating in tonight’s Top Hat Ball Un-Gala. We are deeply grateful
you are with us and that you are sharing and supporting our mission. Without you and others,
our ability to serve would be greatly diminished. You can further help our neighbors see the
possible by participating in our silent auction, or by making an additional donation during
tonight’s program. Your generosity will help us build a more just world through personal
relationships with and service to those who come to us every day seeking assistance.
Enjoy your Top Hat Ball experience! Stay safe. God bless you and your family.
In Blessed Frederic Ozanam’s name,

Nancy Szlezyngier

President, Board of Trustees

Daniel P. Malone
CEO
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THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL DETROIT

see the possible
MISSION:

A network of friends, inspired by gospel values, growing in
holiness and building a more just world through personal
relationships with and service to people in need.
Since 1884, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit
has heard and responded to those it serves, regardless
of faith, race, ethic or social background or gender.
All are welcome at our door.
Our commitment to serving arises from a shared belief
that God exists in every human being.
This is our faith, every faith, at its best.
WE SEE WITH OUR HEARTS...
• Home visits are what differentiate the Society from other organizations. They allow us
to see with our heart, to see the possible in every human being, and to see ourselves in
them. And through these visits, men and women grow in spirituality and friendship
through service.
• Last year, the Society served over 190,000 people in southeast Michigan.
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LOCAL CONFERENCES AND VINCENTIAN LIFE
• SVdP Detroit believes that person to person contact through home visits is the core
work of our volunteer Vincentians and allows us to best serve our neighbors in need.
• Last year, our Vincentians made over 44,000 home visits.
• The Society currently has over 3,000 Vincentians serving in Conferences at 144
parishes throughout Southeast Michigan.
• The annual Friends Walk on Belle Isle raises awareness and funds for the Conferences
to do their important work. Last year’s event attracted over 1,000 walkers.
NUTRITION
• SVdP Detroit operates 42 Food Pantries through our Conferences and Districts.
• Matchan Nutritional Center, is a special work of the Oakland District, in Pontiac,
Michigan.
• Last year, over 44,500 people were fed through our food depots and nutrition center.
CAMP OZANAM
• Over the past 97 years, the Society has served over 175,000 children at our own Camp
Ozanam on Lake Huron.
• The week-long camp experience is of no charge to the families of the children who
attend camp.
JUSTICE INITIATIVE PRISON MINISTRY
• Last year, this special work of the Society’s Detroit Council assisted 311 men
transition from prison back into society with clothing, toiletries and other resources.
JOURNEY TO HOUSING
• This special work of the Metro West District helps those needing shelter with rent,
   furniture and the skills needed to attain financial self-sufficiency. To date, over 70
neighbors in need now have a home of their own.
STORES
• SVdP Detroit supports Conferences through the operation of 6 Stores.
• Donations of slightly used clothing, furniture and household goods are offered free or
low cost at all store locations.
ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
• Last year, The Society helped 6,782 households keep their lights and heat on during the
year.
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LEADERSHIP l St. Vincent de Paul Detroit
FOUNDATION BOARD
Mario Apruzzese
Patricia Bonbrisco
Patrick Dreisig
Robert Dutkiewicz
Therese Frye
Patrick Heffernan
Haley Jonna
Katie Kessler
Michael Mulroy
Sharon Mulroy
David Palazzolo
Roger Playwin
Thomas Simoncic
Cliff Snedeker
Kip Snedeker
Nancy Sullivan
Mark St. Peter
Lucia Zamorano

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Nancy Szlezyngier
President

Bartholomew A. Seymour, III
Vice President

Patrick Sperti
Vice President

Mark Gilroy
Treasurer

Bishop Donald Hanchon
Spiritual Advisor

Sheila Cassette
Brian Clutier
Don Habermas
George Krinke
Thomas Elward
Therese Frye
Don Habermas
Marcia Leaver
Frank A. Morelli, Jr.
Elena Munoz
Roger Playwin
Barbara Radecki
Micelle Smith
Terry Statz
Richard Wallace

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Daniel P. Malone
CEO

Kristen Bolds

Program Director

Tom Butler

Director of Finance

Keith Koppmeier

Director of Development and Marketing

Mary Torok

Director of Operations and Administration

Megan Williams
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A Heartfelt Thank You to our Sponsors!
We are Truly Grateful for Your Generous Support.
PRESENTING SPONSORS

TOP HAT SPONSOR
Robert and Karen Rock

OZANAM SPONSORS
Tom and Carol Cracchiolo

PANEL SPONSOR

PRE-SHOW ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR

WATCH PARTY SPONSORS
Knights of Columbus
Michael and Sharon Mulroy
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HORACE H. B. SANDERS
Comedian

Top Hat Ball Un-Gala Host

This Detroit native received his comedic break while studying at The University of Michigan.
Horace H. B. Sanders has combined his gifts of writing, improvisation and acting, while utilizing his
unique perspective, to become a World Class Stand Up Comedian. Horace has been blessed to bring
laughter to audiences of all kinds across North America, The Caribbean and entertained U.S. Troops
in Japan. No matter the location; whether a sold out arena, church, corporate gathering, comedy club,
university concert or TV production, Horace H.B. Sanders is guaranteed to deliver.
Horace is honored to be the reigning “CBS Star Search Comedy Champion” with a combined perfect
score from live home audience and celebrity judges. He has been featured on numerous networks
including ABC’s “Detroit 187”, BET, Comedy Central, The Word Network and Pure Flix. Horace is also
co star of the critically acclaimed documentary “Funny”. He performed in front of more than 40,000
people at Phillips Arena (Atlanta, GA) alongside Steve Harvey and the legendary Sinbad.
Horace has extensive experience as a radio personality and was the co-host of Angelo Henderson’s
“Your Voice” in Detroit, Michigan. Within the last few years Horace expanded his voice into the world
of storytelling and had his work featured internationally on NPR and “The Moth”. He was soon after
snagged to tour with one of their main-stage shows where he was met with newfound success and
appreciation.
The dynamic of Horace H. B. Sanders is the rare ability to generate fresh material so audiences don’t
just like his performance once, but can love it, over and over again. Never the same show twice! They
say that we are a product of whom we hang around with. In that case it is no wonder that Horace is on
his way to unprecedented success because he has worked with a plethora of artists from JB Smooth,
Dave Chappelle, Bernie Mac, LeAnn Rimes, Anita Baker, Kevin Hart, Chris Rock, and Aretha Franklin,
to name a few. Once you have seen Horace H. B. Sanders perform you will know why the H.B. stands
for Hilarious Brother!”
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A DISCUSSION ON
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
COMMUNITY.
STEPHEN HENDERSON
Pulitzer Prize Winner, WDET Host

Top Hat Ball Un-Gala Panel Moderator
Stephen Henderson is host of Detroit Today and a
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist. A native of
Detroit, Henderson is a graduate of University of
Detroit High School and the University of Michigan.
His résumé includes stints at the Detroit Free Press,
the Chicago Tribune, the Baltimore Sun, and
four years covering the Supreme Court for Knight
Ridder’s Washington Bureau. Henderson’s
reputation and ability to have fact-based, fair and
compelling conversations makes him a leading
figure in the Detroit community.
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FATHER GREGORY BOYLE, S.J.
Homeboy Industries
Gregory Boyle is the founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, Calif., the largest gang
intervention, rehabilitation and re-entry program in the world.
He entered the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1972 and was ordained a Catholic priest in
1984. Father Boyle holds a bachelor’s degree in English from Gonzaga University, a
master’s degree in English from Loyola Marymount University, a Master of Divinity degree
from the Weston School of Theology, and a Master of Sacred Theology degree from the
Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley.
After ordination, Father Boyle spent a transformative year living and working with Christian base communities
in Cochabamba, Bolivia. In 1986, he was appointed pastor of Dolores Mission Church in Los Angeles. At the time,
Dolores Mission was the poorest Catholic parish in the city, located amidst two large public housing projects with
the highest concentration of gang activity in Los Angeles. He witnessed the devastating impact of gang violence
on his community during the so-called “decade of death” that began in the late 1980s and peaked at 1,000
gang-related killings in 1992.
In the face of law enforcement tactics and criminal justice policies of suppression and mass incarceration as the
means to end gang violence, Father Boyle and parish and community members adopted what was a radical
approach at the time: treat gang members as human beings. They sought to address the escalating problems and
unmet needs of gang-involved youth by developing positive opportunities for them, including establishing an
alternative school and day care program, and seeking out legitimate employment.  They called this initial effort
Jobs for a Future.
“Gang violence is about a lethal absence of hope,” Father Boyle has said. “Gangs are the places kids go when they
discover their life to be a misery, and misery loves company. It’s about kids who can’t imagine their future so they
plan their funerals. Hope is an essential thing. Nobody has ever met a hopeful kid who joined a gang.”
In the wake of the 1992 Los Angeles riots, Jobs for a Future and Proyecto Pastoral, a community-organizing project
begun at Dolores Mission, launched their first social enterprise in an abandoned bakery across the street from the
church that Hollywood producer Ray Stark helped them purchase. They called it Homeboy Bakery.
When his term as pastor of Dolores Mission ended later in 1992, Father Boyle spent his tertianship (the final year
of Jesuit formation) serving as a chaplain at the Islas Marias Federal Penal Colony in Mexico and at Folsom State
Prison in California.
In the ensuing years after his return to Jobs for a Future in 1993, the success of Homeboy Bakery created the
groundwork for additional social enterprises, leading Jobs for a Future in 2001 to become an independent
nonprofit organization, Homeboy Industries.
Today, Homeboy Industries employs and trains former gang members and felons in a range of social enterprises,
as well as provides critical services to thousands of men and women who walk through its doors every year
seeking a better life.
Father Boyle is the author of the New York Times-bestseller Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless
Compassion, which was named one of the Best Books of 2010 by Publishers Weekly and received the PEN Center
USA 2011 Creative Nonfiction Award.  His new book, Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship, was
published in 2017.
The subject of Academy Award-winner Freida Lee Mock’s 2012 documentary, G-Dog, Father Boyle has received
the California Peace Prize and been inducted into the California Hall of Fame. In 2014, President Obama named
Father Boyle a Champion of Change. He received the 2016 Humanitarian of the Year Award from the James Beard
Foundation, the national culinary-arts organization.
He was awarded the University of Notre Dame’s 2017 Laetare Medal, the oldest honor given to American
Catholics.
Currently, he serves as a committee member of California Governor Gavin Newsom’s Economic and Job Recovery
Task Force for the COVID-19.
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BISHOP DONALD J. HYING
SVdP USA
The youngest of six sons, Bishop Donald J. Hying was born in West Allis, Wisconsin, to
parents Albert and Catherine Hying on August 18, 1963. He attended St. Aloysius and
Immaculate Heart of Mary grade schools, and Brookfield Central High School. Bishop
Hying received his bachelor’s degree from Marquette University and his master’s degree
from St. Francis Seminary.
On May 20, 1989, Bishop Hying was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.
His first priestly assignment was as a parochial vicar for St. Anthony Parish, Menomonee
Falls, from 1989 to 1994. Fr. Hying served as a Team Member for La Sagrada Familia
Parroquia in the Dominican Republic from 1994 to 1997. He returned to the United States and served as the
parochial administrator of St. Peter Parish (1998), then as the parochial vicar of St. Anthony Parish, Milwaukee,
from 1998 to 1999. He was then appointed the pastor of Our Lady of Good Hope Parish, Milwaukee from 1999 to
2005. In 2006, Fr. Hying served as the parochial administrator of St. Augustine Parish, Milwaukee. He served as
the Dean of Formation at Saint Francis de Sales Seminary from 2005 to 2007, and was appointed the rector of St.
Francis de Sales Seminary by Most Reverend Timothy Michael Dolan, Archbishop of Milwaukee, and served in
that capacity from 2007 until 2011.
On May 26, 2011, Pope Benedict XVI appointed Fr. Donald Hying the Titular Bishop of Regiae and Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. He was consecrated a bishop on July 20, 2011 by Most Reverend Jerome
Edward Listecki, Archbishop of Milwaukee.
On November 24, 2014, His Holiness, Pope Francis, appointed Bishop Hying as the Fourth Bishop of Gary
(Indiana). Bishop Hying’s installation in the Diocese of Gary took place on January 6, 2015. On April 25, 2019, His
Holiness, Pope Francis, appointed Most Reverend Donald J. Hying the Fifth Bishop of Madison (Wisconsin).
Bishop Hying’s installation in the Diocese of Madison took place on June 25, 2019.
Bishop Hying serves as the Episcopal Liaison for the National Association of Catholic Chaplains and as Episcopal
Advisor to the U.S. Society of St. Vincent de Paul. He is also a member of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Subcommittee to Aid the Church in Central and Eastern Europe and the Committee on the Protection of
Children and Young People and the Committee on Catholic Education.

KYLEE MITCHELL WELLS
The Ballmer Group
Kylee Mitchell Wells is the executive director of Ballmer Group’s philanthropic efforts in
southeast Michigan, which are aimed at improving economic mobility for children and
families disproportionately likely to remain in poverty.
Most recently, Kylee served as Senior Director – Detroit Market for the national nonprofit
Enterprise Community Partners. She launched their Detroit office and created strategies
to bring capital, programmatic, and policy/advocacy solutions to address the needs of
low-and-moderate income neighborhoods.
Previous to that, Kylee worked with the City of Detroit to assist with the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S.
history. Kylee has also served as program officer, financial stability at the United Way for Southeastern Michigan.
She has spent time in Washington, D.C., serving as a program director for Mayor Adrian Fenty, where she
implemented Bank on DC, the mayor’s economic inclusion initiative which targeted low-to-moderate income
populations in the District of Columbia.
Kylee has 10 years of combined experience in corporate finance with BOSCH-USA, General Motors Corporation,
and the Detroit Regional Chamber. She received a Master of Public Administration from Baruch College - School
of Public Affairs and a Bachelor of Business Administration and Finance from Davenport University. She is a
National Urban Fellow, a Michigan Political Leadership Fellow, and was recognized by News/Talk 760 WJR as a
2018 “Woman Who Leads.” Kylee is an active community member, serving on a variety of boards and committees.
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Ascension Online Care

Anywhere, anytime,
no insurance required
Ascension Online Care is here for you 24/7 and is an affordable, easy way to
get care from home. From anywhere, at any time, talk with a doctor using your
smartphone, tablet or laptop. Available in all 50 states.
We provide care and diagnoses for a variety of symptoms and conditions including:

• Sinus or upper respiratory infections

• Cold/flu

• Eye infections

• Fever

• Seasonal allergies

• Female urinary tract infections

During the visit, your doctor will advise you if you need additional care. If you need
an in-person appointment, we’re fully prepared for your safety while in our care.

Get started at ascension.org/onlinecare
or download the mobile app.
If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 911.
© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.
The “Android” name, the Android logo, the “Google Play” brand, and other Google trademarks, are property of Google LLC. All rights reserved.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc. All rights reserved.

Butzel Long is a proud supporter of the
St. Vincent de Paul, Top Hat Ball
Ann Arbor | Bloomfield Hills | Detroit | Lansing | New York | Washington, D.C. | Beijing

313-225-7000

www.butzel.com

We are proud to support
the mission of

Serving the financial needs of
Catholics in Michigan.
AllianceCatholic.com

Thank you for
helping our
community take
one more step
forward.

Thank you, St. Vincent de Paul, for taking the steps that help our community make strides.
Contact Anne Harpe, Vice President-Community Consultant
anne.harpe@pnc.com • 248-729-8634 • pnc.com/communitydevelopmentbanking
©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
CON PDF 0618-0106

Tom and Carol Cracchiolo
are proud to support
St. Vincent de Paul Detroit
and the work they do to
change the lives of our
neighbors in need throughout
Southeast Michigan.
Thank You!
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Everyone Deserves
a Healthy Smile!
My Community Dental Centers mission is
to enhance community health by offering
access to quality dental care for all. We
offer full service dental care for all ages.
Our high-quality care, modern centers and
skilled dental team work hard to make sure
every patient can smile with confidence!
We Accept:
Adult Medicaid, Healthy Kids Dental Medicaid, Most Private Insurance and
Payment Options for Uninsured

Visit mydental.org

Working together to
make a difference.
Last year, our team
dedicated 6,240 hours
volunteering in
Michigan communities.

laketrust.org
Federally insured by NCUA.

ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT PARISH WIDE

SPECIAL COLLECTION!
NOVEMBER 21 - 22, 2020

Adoption + Foster Care
Adult Day Health Services
All Saints Soup Kitchen +
Food Pantry
Behavioral Health
La Casa Amiga
Project Hope
Senior Volunteer Services

www.ccsem.org
info@ccsem.org

855-882-2736

Business & Personal Insurance

We proudly support

Since 1928

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL DETROIT

3099 Biddle Avenue
Wyandotte, MI 48192

in its good work to serve our
neighbors in need.

www.DalyMerritt.com
734-283-1400

If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.
– St. Teresa of Calcutta

newrivercommunications.com
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MICHIGAN FAMILY HERITAGE

FOR OVER 70 YEARS
Since 1945, we have grown by helping families like yours. You have made us a national
leader in outdoor power equipment and we appreciate the reputation that you have
helped us build. THANK YOU for trusting us to serve Michigan families all these years.

UTICA

FARMINGTON HILLS

CEDAR SPRINGS

CLARKSTON

ANN ARBOR

LIVONIA - NEW!

46061 Van Dyke
½ Mile North of M-59
(586) 731-7240

39050 Grand River
East of Haggerty Road
(248) 471-3050

11875 Northland Dr.
East on exit 101 off US 131
(616) 696-2913

6585 Dixie Highway
½ Mile South of M-15
(248) 620-5258

5436 Jackson Road
Just East of Zeeb Road
(734) 239-8200

32098 Plymouth Road
½ Mile East of Farmington
(734) 525-0980

WEINGARTZ.COM

